at the time Mr. Toth accused him of sabotaging the phone
(Tr. 60-76).  Mr. Ribel confirmed that this was the first
disciplinary action ever taken against him by the
respondent (Tr. 76).

On cross-examination,.Mr. Ribel confirmed that during
the entire six-year period that he worked on the longwall
section as a chock setter, he never complained to any
Federal or state inspectors about double cutting, and he
never formally complained to his safety committee.
Although he did discuss the matter with certain members of
the safety committee, they advised him that as long as
the day shift and afternoon shift continued to double cut,
nothing could be done about the midnight shifts' complaint
(Tr. 80).

Mr.. Ribel testified that compared with other bosses
he has worked with, Mr. Hawkins was "better than some, and
worse than others", and that he "was harder than some, but
he was easier than others."  He also confirmed that the
mine had several lay-offs, one of which occurred in
mid-March of 1983, when Mr. Hawkins was assigned as his
boss (Tr. 81).  He also confirmed that these lay-offs
resulted in long-time members of his crew being laid off,
less people available for work, and more work for him to
do. (Tr. 82).

Mr. Ribel conceded that at no time during the six
years that he worked on the longwall did any6ne, prior to
the May incident with Mr. Hawkins, ever ask him to double
cut, and no one'ever told him where he was to stand or
work while he was double cutting (Tr. "84).  He confirmed
that during double cutting, he could either work inby the
-shearer, or stand between the drums and. the- shearer (Tr.
84-85).

Mr. Ribel explained the ventilation system across the
longwall, and he confirmed that water sprays are used to
control the dust, and that respirators are provided for
those miners who choose to use them (Tr. 90-92). He
explained where the drum operator would be positioned, and
he confirmed that the reasons he first complained in May
was that he was working with two other chock setters who
concurred in his concerns about double cutting (Tr.. 97).

, Mr. Ribel confirmed that the respondent changed the
cutting bits on the longwall over the years, and that this
probably increased or created more water spray to help
dilute the dust, and if they work properly, "they do put
out quite a bit of water" (Tr. 99).  He confirmed that at
no time during the six years that he worked as a chock
setter during double cutting was there ever a fire on thee still prohibited from entering the 2
